Urethrocavernous and urethrovascular reflux of contrast medium and excretory urogram during retrograde urethrography.
Retrograde urethrography is a valuable diagnostic aid of lesions in the urethra. It, however, has inherent hazards in the form of urethrocavernous and urethrovascular reflux of contrast medium, particularly in the presence of inflammatory urethral stricture. A case of massive urethrocavernous and urethrovascular reflux is reported. The dangers of such systemic reflux of urethral contents, including pathogens and contrast material are highlighted. Observation of reflux during retrograde urethrography exposes the patient to bacteremia and sepsis, and this fact must not be overlooked by the radiologist and the clinician. Prompt admission of the patient with adequate prophylactic antibiotic cover is the rule in such situation.